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Merry Christmas! Sort of...

Last Sunday we began a sermon series called Christmas in July. Each Advent season
we light candles of the Advent wreath that symbolize our faith's hope, love, joy, and
peace. On Christmas Eve we light the Christ Candle symbolizing God with us bringing
the culmination of these four themes. Fortunately, these tenets of our faith stretch
beyond the season of Advent and Christmas; beyond Epiphany and Pentecost; and
throughout Ordinary Time.
How good it is for us to spend some time intentionally thinking about Christmas and its
meaning throughout the year. Particularly given the strangeness of 2020 when
Christmas took on such a different look and experience. As we mentioned on Sunday,
the good news is that no matter the conditions, the situations, or the time — God is with
us! Emmanuel. (editor notes that we get to sing Christmas songs in both services!)
We will continue our journey to remember the season of Christmas and its
powerful meaning for us this Sunday and the next. There are a couple of special
things we want to highlight as part of this series…On Sunday, July 25th we will
have Dr. Blake Horne with us in our worship services. Blake is the Executive
Director of Embrace Alabama Kids (previously, the United Methodist Children's
Home). He will speak to this ministry of the United Methodist Church with the
most vulnerable of our population — at-risk children. We will also have a special
offering on that day for Embrace Alabama Kids to help further the ministry.
On Wednesday, July 28th, we will celebrate Christmas in July in connection
with Refection. We will have a brief Bible Study and share a cookout together.

Mark your calendars and make plans to join us on Wednesday, July 28th; we will
begin gathering around 5:15 and will have our time of praise at 5:30. There will
be a brief time of Bible study (for all ages) and a meal. Please help us plan for
food and dessert by letting us know you will join us (sign up genius link).
There are many opportunities to serve the church, as an example we need help:
— with the Wednesday meal on the 28th (cooking, serving, set up/clean up)
— with church grounds
— with worship services by ushering, greeting, serving communion, preparing
communion
— with church office tasks
— with picking up donuts and/or preparing coffee for Sunday mornings
— with being part of a mission or recovery effort
Contact the Church office to speak with Pam or Lee Ann to find out more.

Youth Going to Cold Snap This Sunday, July 18th
@ 5:15 p.m.
Celebrate National Icecream Day... with a twist!
We're going to "Taste & See that the Lord is Good"
by enjoying some frozen yogurt together at Cold
Snap in Pinebrook Shopping Center at Airport &
McGregor. Bring $5-10 to pay for your treat.
We'll be in the little side room at Cold Snap. Be
thinking of a friend you can invite to join you!! The
person who invites the most will eat for free! (provide
proof by friends who come &/ or texts on your
phone). Parents/siblings are welcomed. We'll be
there for about an hour if you get dropped off!

McKemie Place Meal Delivery Team!
Thanks to Tootsie, Rose, Debbie, and Lee Ann who
helped package and deliver meals to 30 women who
are being served by the McKemie Place Ministry.

Welcome to our Newest Member!
On Sunday, July 11th we welcomed
Joe Steen
into membership at Ashland Place. Please make a
point to welcome him back!

If you're interested in joining the Ashland Place
family, let one of our pastors know!
kwright@apumc.com
sboykin@apumc.com

Around the Congregation...
CIRCLE OF CONCERN
Please hold these members in your prayers: Jean Brown, Pierce Coggin, Sharon Coggin, Linda Lee Counts, Jane Ford,
Ruffin Graham, Ervetta Haas, Cathy Irby, Steve Johnson, Freddie Jones, Thalia Laird, David Mann, Peggy Mann, Haley
Maxime, Lexi Mayhall, Michael Pierce, Sr, Burton Roton, Nancy Scott, Nyla Smith, Lonn Spencer, Law Stuart, Kathryn
Willingham. (*New this week)
Contact Pam Bostick in the Church Office to add someone to this prayer list for our Intercessory prayer group, &/or for
the printed bulletin.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
2021 UPDATE FOR SUNDAY, July 11th
Giving Received:
$ 10,401
Giving Needed Weekly: $ 15,806
YEAR TO DATE INFORMATION as of the end of June
Giving Received: $369,268
Giving Needed: $409,500
To give safely online, visit www.apumc.com and click on the “GIVE” tab. By the way, you may type a "Note" if you
are donating for a Memorial, or the Building Fund, or other reasons.

REFECTION Bible Study, July 21st
Meet in Fellowship Hall at 5:15, Study is from 5:30 to 6:30. Children, Youth and Adults. Text: Jonah 2

SUNDAY BULLETINS

Ascension Bulletin, click on picture for pdf

Traditional Bulletin, click on picture for pdf
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