
Ashland Place United Methodist Church | 75th Anniversary Notes | Installment #7

75th Anniversary Notes75th Anniversary Notes
Earlier installments of these Notes recounted pieces of the history of the start of the Ashland Chapel by St.
Francis Street Methodist Church. It seems fitting to add more detail about the founding, before reporting the
sequence of property expansion stages to date.

It all began in 1937. The matter of holding services in various parts of the city had been discussed at length
when the St. Francis Street board of stewards appointed a committee to investigate various places at which
meetings might be held. The property selected was owned at that time by Mrs. Gertrude Parker. A deed, dated
April 7, 1939, conveyed this property to the St. Francis Street Church. Construction was started not long after.

The chairman of the building and planning committee for the proposed chapel wrote his justification to the
downtown congregation, “The fact is, we have a great many members in this area already and new homes
and apartments are being built. We conducted a recent survey in the territory of which our newly acquired
property is the center. We found that many small children do not attend any Sunday School and one of the
principal reasons given by parents was ‘too far to walk.’ There is no church in this locality which is one of the
fastest growing in the city. This is also on the principal thoroughfare to Spring Hill where many Mobile
families have their homes. Surely we will receive new strength and support with a live, well-arranged
program appealing to young people in so desirable a location.”

He went on to say, “Let it be understood that this is not a plan to move St. Francis Street Church. If the day
should come when we have to move, because of a possible future fact that we may be too far from the
residential areas, then we can do it normally and will already have a fine property……” The remainder of his
letter was an appeal for financial support, and stated, “We will build just as the funds are received. When they
stop then the building will stop.”

Following a listing of possible giving levels, he made a strong appeal, as follows:

“In some churches only a few carry the load. If we can get a 100 percent support from our people, the
work is assured. We want to begin a real roll of honor – ‘The Builders’ – those who will help and keep
on helping as much as they can until the job is done. The majority of St. Francis Street Church never
had to help build a church or help pay a church debt. This is our opportunity. What better estate could
one leave? Think this over and ask yourself if there is any better investment for the future.”

Apparently, that appeal was hard to resist and construction soon began. The opening day for Ashland Chapel
was fixed as the 5th Sunday in September, 1940, with a service at 6:00 p.m. The first Sunday School session
and morning service would be held the following Sunday, October 6, 1940.

In a meeting of the board of stewards, Dr. Louie Wilson, chairman, brought up for discussion the matter of an
adequate and proper inscription for the corner stone for the Ashland Chapel, and expressed it as his idea that
this corner stone should show that the construction of Ashland Chapel was under the direct supervision of Dr.
Frazer. Approval was unanimous.



The inscription on the cornerstone of the Ashland Place Methodist Chapel still stands today.

In response to Katherine Hope’s request for information regarding the founding of the chapel, Alvin
McConnell, her brother-in-law, wrote to her in 1974 with some details, especially regarding the legal issues,
as he was serving as attorney for St. Francis Street in 1939. He also later handled the matter of conveyance
by St. Francis Street Church to the Ashland Place Methodist Church of the properties owned by St. Francis
Street Church in connection with the chapel. Alvin McConnell and his wife, Adele, kept their membership at
the downtown church until 1946. Besides the legal details, his letter relays a personal experience of interest,
as follows:

“When the chapel was first put into use there was quite a struggle to get it going. It came to my attention
that there were several, 4, 6, or 8, or thereabouts, adults attending or wanting to attend Sunday School
class and they were convening in the Sanctuary for that purpose but without anybody to teach them or
handle the class. I don’t remember who these people were except that I do remember that one of them
was Mrs. Frank Sigler who lived on Old Shell Road just east of Upham Street. I felt that unless someone
acted as teacher for that adult class, those several interested persons would lose interest and drift away
and set back the development of the church. I have always felt that I had not enough knowledge of the
subject matter to undertake the regular teaching of a Bible Class. However, I also felt that I could be a
better Sunday School teacher than nobody at all, by the application of some effort and with some books
to help and I therefore approached Dan Thomas who was also attending that church and was of course
at that time a practicing lawyer and close friend of mine and I made a deal with him that he and I would
jointly undertake the teaching of that adult Sunday School class, each of us taking alternating Sundays
with the further understanding that whenever either of us could not or would not find it convenient to
teach on his assigned Sunday, he would contact the other and the other would teach it that day. This
went on for a couple of years…I do know that I learned more about the people in that two year period of
time than in any other period of time of anywhere near that short duration and did not find it to be the
burden that I had thought it would be.” 

His is such a wonderful example of “stepping up to the plate”, so to speak. That’s a lesson for us all. Would
that we had more such anecdotes from 1939. Incidentally, the McConnells later gave a strip of land to the
church and a playground. More will be explained about these in a later installment. 

At the November 12, 1940 meeting of the St. Francis Street board, Mr. T. O. Howell reported that there had
been an average attendance in the chapel Sunday School of 40, with an average collection of $3.50 for October
and $4.50 so far in November. He expressed the idea that the chapel was filling a great need, and that the
attendance at both Sunday School and Church services would continue to increase. Indeed it did. One report
in the late 1940s claimed that there were over 600 members.

On August 3, 1942, that same body discussed the advisability of separating the chapel from St. Francis Street
Church. Each of the Stewards expressed himself quite frankly and fully on the subject, according to the
minutes. It was the sense of those present, with one exception, that the separation should be requested. A
motion was made, seconded, and unanimously adopted that the board communicate to the Bishop and
District Superintendent its recommendation that a separate appointment be made for the Ashland Place
chapel for the next year. Thus, Ashland Place Methodist Church was born.



There’s more to come…….

Invitation:Invitation:
Become a “friend” of the 75th anniversary on our Facebook page. In Facebook, search for the group
“75th Anniversary of Ashland Place United Methodist Church.” Join the group and invite others
into the group to help spread the word. You will not want to miss the discussion going on in the
group! Join and share your own APUMC experiences.

There’s a sense of excitement among those who know:

As part of the 75th anniversary celebration, the committee discussed doing a cookbook, as we did for the 50th.
What was produced then, Good as Gold, has been extremely popular and is still sought after, though it has
been out of print for 25 years.

So - a cookbook committee of volunteers began meeting and looking at options. We are happy to report that we
will reprint Good as Gold, but with the addition of a section of recipes in commemoration of our 75th year.
Time for production before Christmas is short, so we are putting out the word – especially if you were too
young to submit a recipe in 1992 or you have joined the church since then and want to have one or more
recipes included, please send them immediately to Cammie Singleton’s email address:
mattandcammie@att.net no later than September 8.

We are hopeful of collecting 75 recipes that reflect today’s cooking and ingredient trends. So send them on! Be
sure to cite the source if the recipe is not original with you or if you haven’t made any changes to it. Of course,
your own is preferred.

Watch for opportunities to pre-order soon.

Jane Finley
Memorial Chairman
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